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Summer School at Horace Mann 

Students entering grades 9-12 in the fall should think seriously about 
the opportunities afforded them by opting to take summer courses. 
Students may want to take a half-credit course in Computer Science & 
Robotics to fulfill their graduation requirement. Or they may want to 
take a half-credit course in Art Appreciation to help fulfill part of their 
graduation requirement in the arts. In addition there are courses in 
math, science, and physical education that may help you achieve your 
overall academic goals.  
 
All course offerings are listed on the Horace Mann homepage under 
Academic Life – Summer Programs – Summer School.  
 
These academic courses will be offered for credit Summer 2019: 
 

Chemistry  Introduction to Computer Science 

Physics   Introduction to Engineering 

Algebra I  Global Architecture 

Algebra II & Trig.  History of the American Musical Theatre 

Geometry  Health 

Pre-Calculus  Lifeguarding Certification/CPR 
 
We will again provide an SAT or ACT prep course to rising 10th & 11th 
graders. The course will run June 17-21. We are offering our second 
Horace Mann Summer Film Institute from June 17-July 12, and a new 
course, Diversity NYC, that will explore the city through photography, 
from July 8-July 26. All three of these courses are offered free of 
charge. The link to sign up for each course is on the Summer School 
web page under the link for Non-Credit-bearing Programs.  
 

 
 



HORACE MANN SCHOOL 

   125 

Summer School for HM Upper Division Students 

Summer School Frequently Asked Questions 

1) If I’m currently in the 8th grade and would like to take a Summer 
School course, what courses are available to me?  

a) Introduction to Computer Science 
Current 8th graders can enroll in this half credit course. Successful 
completion of the course with a passing grade fulfills the HM 
graduation requirement for our Computer Science and Robotics 
Department. Students completing this course also have the option of 
moving up to Computer Science II in the fall. This course runs for the 
full day for three weeks.  

b)  Introduction to Engineering & Robotics  
Current 8th graders can enroll in this half credit course. Successful 
completion of the course with a passing grade fulfills the HM 
graduation requirement for our Computer Science and Robotics 
Department. This course runs for a full day for three weeks 

c)  Introduction to Art History: Global Architecture (Art Appreciation)  
Students may opt to take this appreciation course in the Visual Arts 
for credit. The course features day-long visits to numerous 
architectural sites around the city. This course fulfills credit 
completion for one half credit in art appreciation.  

d) History of American Musical Theatre (Art Appreciation) 
Students may want to spend their summer learning the history of this 
distinctly American art-form. The course includes weekly musical 
matinees, and fulfills one half-credit in art appreciation.  

Students could take two three-week courses for a total of six weeks 
by taking an art appreciation course in Session I and, followed by 
Introduction to Computer Science in Session II. 

In addition, current 8th grade students, especially those who might 
see themselves participating in sports all three seasons or who might 
want to pursue the Dance PE option in the Upper Division could also 
sign up for Health, a one week course that fulfills the graduation 
requirement for health education. Students would not be able to sign 
up for Health AND any of the courses in Session  I  of  the  Three  Week  
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courses as they run concurrently. They could, however, sign up for 
Health and Session II of the Three Week courses. 

2) Can I use Summer School as a way to accelerate in math?  

Horace Mann students may not use Summer School to “get ahead” in 
math. They may only enroll if they are currently off track with the 
majority of their peers. For a few current 10th graders, this will mean 
taking Geometry this Summer if a student moved directly from Algebra 
I into Algebra II & Trigonometry while bypassing Geometry.  

If a student is currently an 11th grader who is in Algebra II & 
Trigonometry, the student may enroll in Pre-Calculus in the summer if 
they have at least a B+ in Algebra II & Trigonometry.  

3) I would like to take Chemistry in the summer after 9th grade. Is this 
an option?  

Students sometimes choose to take this course in the summer so that 
they may move into Physics during their 10th grade academic year or to 
create space in their schedule for another elective course (options for 
which are quite limited). However, the Science Department believes 
that not all students will be ready to take Physics in 10th grade.   In  
particular,  students  who  wish  to  take   Physics concurrently with 
Algebra II & Trigonometry will need departmental approval to take 
Physics, and this approval generally requires a  high  level  of  
achievement  in  Biology, Chemistry, and Math. You should discuss your 
plan for your schedule in detail with your grade dean before applying.  

4) I hear about many students taking Physics over the summer. When 
is this a good option?  

As with any Summer School course, the first question for all students is: 
how does this fit with my overall academic objectives? Most students 
take Summer School Physics for one of three reasons: to create an 
opportunity to take an advanced science course in 11th grade without 
dropping another subject; to be able to drop science in 11th grade to 
make time for another interest; or to be able to concentrate on Physics 
without having to fit it into an already demanding 11th grade year. All 
students considering Summer Physics need to understand the intensive 
nature of this course, and be committed to doing the required daily 
work. For students with a strong interest in science, taking Summer 
Physics and doing well in it allows them to fulfill basic requirements for 
advanced science courses before 11th grade. Students considering this 
should consult with their grade dean and think about how this  fits  into  



HORACE MANN SCHOOL 

   127 

their overall academic plans for 11th and 12th grade. Students should 
also consult with their current science teacher to discuss the likelihood 
of their being admitted to an advanced science course in 11th grade. 
Students who wish to take Summer Physics so they can focus on it at a 
time when there are fewer conflicting demands often find that 
Summer School provides an environment in which they can be very 
successful. Frequently, students remain for 2 hours after classes 
officially end at 2:00 pm to work on problem sets with others, to get 
individual help from the teaching assistants and student assistants, and 
to meet with their teachers. The environment of the course is 
supportive, and students bond over lab work and problem sets in a way 
that is not often possible during the regular academic year.  

5) If I took Chemistry in the summer, should I take Physics in the 
summer, too?  

The answer to this question depends on the academic program of the 
individual student. It may or may not be a good idea. You should 
consult with your dean, advisor, science teacher, and also with the 
College Counseling office.  

6) Is there a way to lighten my schedule if I am a three-season athlete 
or take Dance PE? 

Because many three-season athletes and students who enroll in Dance 
PE must also double up for two quarters and take Health and at some 
point also fulfill their CPR requirement, students find that they may 
experience a portion of the year with very few free periods. This 
summer students could use one week to complete either Health or 
Lifeguarding Certification (Lifeguarding also fulfills the CPR 
requirement). They would need to sign up for only one of these, as 
they are running concurrently, but this would free time in the student’s 
schedule every other day for two quarters. Students who take the 
lifeguarding course will be fully certified at the end if they complete all 
of the requirements. 

7) I’m worried that I won’t be able to keep up. Is Summer School right 
for me?  

The pace of Summer School isn’t for everyone. One day is the 
equivalent of an entire week of regular classes and, in the case of the 
science courses each day is a week plus a lab period.   To  aid  students  
in  dealing  with  this   fast  -paced environment teachers enlist a  variety  
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of methods to help students get through the day. There are break 
periods, snack moments, homework sessions in the middle of the 
morning or afternoon sessions to break up the pattern of lectures and 
classes, and a very deep commitment on the part of the teachers to 
help you get through your course. Help is always available from your 
teachers and your fellow students, and the Summer School office 
door is always open.  

8) How do I sign up for Summer School?  

Applications are available on the Summer Programs Summer School 
link on the HM Home Page by clicking on the desired course. Students 
MUST have the approval of their grade deans and parents to take any 
course for credit.  

Caroline Bartels,Director of Summer School 

 718-432-3859 or 718-432-4170  

caroline_bartels@horacemann.org  

 


