
	  

Curriculum 
The classroom curriculum across all divisions undergoes continuous assessment and revision to ensure that 
diverse and global perspectives are being presented. In our outdoor classroom, Dorr, students learn to rely on one 
another to prepare meals, maintain the lodge and experience team work. Carefully planned exercises help each 
student to think about and express his/her own ideas and feelings while developing a first-hand understanding of 
how a diverse group of people can form a cohesive, unified and rich whole.  
 
The HM curriculum also includes many opportunities for learning outside the classroom. These are examples. 
 

• Movie screenings 
The 2012 release of the film Red Tails was an occasion for the Black Parents Union to organize a private 
screening in Harlem. Seventy-five parents, students and friends came out to see the film and meet Tuskegee 
Airman Joe Spooner. 
 
In 2013 the Black Parents Union organized a private screening of 42, The Story of an American Legend at Magic 
Johnson Theatre in Harlem for 225 parents, students and friends. Gilbert Black, a former pitcher for the 
Indianapolis Clowns, (the Negro League team on which the movie, Bingo Long Traveling All-stars and Motor 
Kings (1976), was loosely based) attended with his family. Immediately following the movie, Black shared stories 
of his baseball career. When asked what he thought of the movie, he said he liked it; that it made him tear up. He 
compared it to the movie produced in 1950, The Jackie Robinson Story, in which Jackie Robinson starred as 
himself, saying that he liked the way this new movie told the story without focusing completely on the racial 
issues. Though not denying the challenges all black players faced, Gilbert Black conveyed a sense of pride and 
joy that he was among great players who were motivated by their love of baseball and valued for their skill and 
ability. He eventually received an offer from Major League Baseball, but was not able to pursue the opportunity.  
 

• Artists-in -residence 
Bryan Collier (2013) 

Bryan Collier, collage artist and children’s book illustrator, spent three days in the Lower Division 
working with students in all grades. By sharing an art experience with the students he also shared his 
philosophy of life, his love of history and his process for using collage to express his ideas. In recognition 
of Black History Month, Mr. Collier’s artwork was on display in the HM Fisher Hall gallery. Collier 
attended the gallery opening and spoke with students from Middle and Upper Division art classes. 

 
Jerry Pinkney (2014) 

Jerry Pinkney, artist and book illustrator, spent three day in residence at LD and had an exhibit in the HM 
Fisher Hall gallery in February 2014. During his time at HM Mr. Pinkey demonstrated his art process, 
read from his books, and also shared his work with students in the gallery setting. Among his exhibited 
works were sketch books of ideas including sketches for his next book.  
 

• UD Assembly: Cultural Competence 
Students and faculty explored what it means to be culturally competent through a series of presentations on 
cultural encounters, a student produced video, interactive exercises with the audience, a dialogue poem about 
stereotypes and a very special episode of “The Mr. Ho Show.”  The show’s guests, including a special 
conversation with the Robotics’ Team Robot, discussed the challenges of cross-cultural experiences in everyday 
life.  
  


