
Summer School for HM Upper Division Students
Frequently Asked Questions

 
1) If I’m currently in the 8th grade and would like to take a Summer School course, what courses 
are available to me?

a) Math -- HM students currently enrolled in Algebra I 8B who have approval of the Middle Division 
Department Chair may enroll in Algebra I during the summer session. Students who successfully complete this 
course with a B+ or higher can move on to Geometry in the fall of their 9th grade year. New students entering 
Horace Mann in the fall of their 9th grade year and who have not successfully tested out of Algebra I in the 
entrance exam may be advised to take this course over the summer. New students who achieve a grade of B+ 
or higher in this course can move into Geometry in the fall. 

b) Digital Publishing -- Current 8th graders can enroll in this half credit (half day) course. 
Successful completion of the course with a passing grade fulfills the HM graduation requirement for our 
Computers and Computing Dept. 

c) Biology -- In very rare cases, students may enroll in HM’s 9th grade Biology course in the 
summer before 9th grade year. This option is sometimes a good idea for those students who may have 
difficulties juggling five full credit courses and one or two half credit courses during the regular academic year. 
Completion of this course does not, however, mean that you will advance to Chemistry in the 9th grade year. It 
means that you will not have science during your 9th grade year, and you will move into Chemistry in 10th 
grade. 

To take advantage of any of these opportunities current 8th graders should speak with Ms. Feigin, the 
Dean of the Class of 2016.
 
2) I am currently in the 9th grade and am enrolled in Algebra I. How can I take Algebra II in 10th 
grade?

Many students who entered HM as new students in 9th grade face this situation as do students from 
our own HM course,  Algebra I 8B. You have two options:

a) You may enroll in Geometry in the summer following 9th grade. If you pass the course in the 
summer you will move into Algebra II in the fall. 

b) With the approval of the Department Chair you may move into Algebra II in 10th grade and take 
Geometry in the summer following  your 10th grade year. To do this you must guarantee, in writing, that you 
will complete Geometry in the summer following 10th grade. Failure to enroll in the course in the summer 
following Algebra II in 10th grade will mean that you will take Geometry as an 11th grader. 
 
3) I took Algebra I in 9th grade, and I’d like to be able to take Calculus by my senior year. How can 
Summer School help me?

Students can follow the the path describe in #2  above or they can apply to the Mathematics 
Department Chair to take Pre-Calculus for credit in the summer before 12th grade. If a student completes the 
summer course with a C+ or higher, he or she can, with department chair approval, enroll in Contemporary 
Calculus in Senior year. With a grade of B or higher, the student, with approval, will be eligible for AP 
Statistics. If a student achieves a grade of B+ or higher the student can, with department approval, apply for 
AP Calculus AB.  

Algebra II & Trig is only available to students who are taking the course for a second time in 
order to pass the course. 
 
4) If I take United States History in the summer following 9th grade, what other history courses 
may I take in 10th grade?

For students who love history and would like to take an additional history course during your Upper 
Division career, this summer history course opens up that possibility. Though students are not eligible to apply 
for AP credit history courses until the 11th grade, they may apply for all other history electives in the fall, 
including Economics. Students taking this summer course should be aware that 11th & 12th grade students 
are given priority in the scheduling of these electives during the regular academic year.  If you enroll in United 



States History over the summer and plan to apply for an AP history elective in 11th grade, then it’s highly 
recommended that you sign up for a full-credit history class in the 10th grade. Skipping an entire year of history 
will make it harder to succeed in an AP history elective. 

Conversely, for students for whom history is often a struggle during the regular year, the summer 
history course offers these students a chance to focus on a single subject without the distractions of other 
courses, other homework, and the high demands of extra-curricular activities. 
 
5) I would like to take Chemistry in the summer after 9th grade. Is this an option?

Students sometimes choose to take this course in the summer so that they may move into Physics 
during their 10th grade academic year. This move to Physics, however, is only approved for students who 
have had a high achievement in 9th grade Biology and who do exemplary work in the summer Chemistry 
course. Students should not assume that taking Physics in their 10th grade year will be automatically 
approved. The student must have done exceptional work in both courses for this approval to be granted. In 
addition, students who hope to transition to Physics in 10th grade must have exemplary grades in math and be 
taking Algebra II during the 10th grade year. Please discuss this in detail with your grade dean before applying. 
 
6) I hear about lots of people taking Physics over the summer. When is this a good option?

As with any Summer School course, the first question for all students is: how does this fit with my 
overall academic objectives?

For students who are very interested in science, taking SuPhy (Summer Physics) and doing well in the 
course allows them to fulfill basic requirements for advanced science courses before 11th grade. Students 
considering this should consult with their advisor and think about how this fits into their overall academic plans 
for 11th and 12th grade. If a student has already taken another science course in Summer School and is 
planning to take advanced courses, a second Summer School Science course is not advised. 

For students for whom science is difficult, taking SuPhy can be a good idea as the student can 
concentrate more fully on the heavy workload that this course carries. Frequently, students remain for for 1-2 
hours after the course officially ends at 2:00 pm to work on problem sets with others, to get individual help from 
the teaching assistants and student assistants, and to seek clarification from their teacher on problematic 
concepts. The environment of the course is supportive, and students bond over lab work and problem sets in a 
way that is not often possible during the regular academic year. 

Current 11th graders, or students entering the 12th grade next year, who apply for SuPhy will get top 
priority in scheduling this course. 

 
7) If I took Chemistry in the summer, should I take Physics in the summer, too?

In most cases, the answer is no. Taking two courses in the same discipline in the summer is not a good 
idea. This, however, may not be true for all students. Some students who are not as strong in science but who 
want to continue in science may want to take science courses in the summer when they have time to 
concentrate on the subject more fully. This option may open up their schedules during the regular academic 
year to other courses in which their performance may be stronger. 
 
8) I am in Glee Club and would like to go on the Orchestra/Glee Club trip following graduation. Will 
I still be able to apply for Summer School?

You may apply for any of the five week full and half credit courses that begin on Monday, June 25th. 
Unfortunately, you will not be able to apply for any of the Summer Science courses which begin on Monday, 
June 18th if you plan to go on the trip.
 
9) I’m worried that I won’t be able to keep up. Is Summer School right for me?

The pace of Summer School isn’t for everyone. One day is the equivalent of an entire week of regular 
classes and in the case of the science courses each day is a week plus a lab period. To aid students in dealing 



with this fast paced environment teachers enlist a variety of methods to help students get through the day. 
There are break periods, snack moments, homework sessions in the middle of the morning or afternoon 
sessions to break up the pattern of lectures and classes, and a very deep commitment on the part of the 
teachers to help you get through your course. Help is always available from your teachers and your fellow 
students, and the Summer School office door is always open. Ms. Dowling and I are available to help you 
when you are feeling overwhelmed. 
 
10) How do I sign up for Summer School?

Applications will be available on the Summer Programs -- Summer School link on the HM Home Page 
on February 15th. Applications will be accepted directly at the Business Office located at the corner of 246th & 
Tibbet Avenue in person beginning at 8:00 am on Thursday, March 15th. Because certain courses fill up very 
quickly and there is a cap on all courses, it is wise to get your application in on the first day of registration if 
possible. Applications are accepted on a first come, first serve basis. No applications will be accepted 
earlier than March 15th.  A student MUST have the approval of his or her grade dean and advisor to take 
any course for credit. There are spaces available on the application for their signatures. No application will be 
considered complete without these signatures. 

 
If you have any questions that I haven’t addressed here, feel free to stop by and speak to me in person in the 
library or to visit with your grade dean or advisor to get more advice about deciding whether Summer School is 
right for you.
 
Caroline Bartels Linda Dowling
Head of Summer School Summer School Administrative Assistant
Caroline_Bartels@horacemann.org Linda_Dowling@horacemann.org
718-432-3859 718-432-4170 (? Linda, is this our ext.)
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